[Can prevention be hazardous to health?].
Health-promotion/disease-prevention may--despite the best intentions--have mischievous effects and overlooked ethical implications. This article describes some consequences of health promotion when initiated by the medical profession as medicalization of the modern human being, problems with false test-results, iatrogenic disease, and the risk of "victim blaming". The responsibility of the medical profession includes the well-being of healthy people as well as the actually or future sick. Therefore, health promotion has to be based on the values and informed consent of the healthy part of the population.